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curiously made of fish bones. They were brought to
England, and, for the information of the curious, De
Maillet says that they may yet be seen in the Town
Hall of Hull.

In the second half of the last century the doctrine
of development was taken up by Jean Baptiste
Eobinet, author of a once famous work called c De la
Nature.' Nature with Eobinet was not God, but it
was necessarily and eternally evolved from the Divine
essence. * In the beginning,5 in Genesis, means out
of time and in eternity. Creation is the everlasting
work of the Deity, who from eternity has been work-
ing in and after the manner of Nature. The law
which chiefly prevails in Nature is progression, Ther&
are no leaps. All things begin to exist under the
smallest possible forms. Nature in itself knows no-
thing of kingdoms, classes, or species. These are
artificial, the work of man. All things must have
come from, a unity, which has been infinitely diver-
sified. This was the prototype of all that exists.
Nature has been ever aiming at higher and more com-
plete organizations. This is illustrated by the archi-
tectural skill of man, which begins with a hut or wig-
wam, and rises to an Escurial or a Louvre. The
ourang was next to man in the scale of being. All
the links of Nature's chain may not yet have been
discovered, but ere long, Eobinet said, science
discover them.

Lamarck followed Eobinet, adding nothing
theory, but by natural studies bringing it
the region of science.    To Mm? as to
had no immutable orders or

